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REREFERRAL OF H.R. 103 TO
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

Mr. CLINGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill, H.R.,
103, which was improperly referred to
the Committee on Government Reform
and Oversight, be rereferred to the
Committee on the Budget as the pri-
mary committee.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania.

There was no objection.

f

DISCHARGING COMMITTEE ON
GOVERNMENT REFORM AND
OVERSIGHT AND REREFERRAL
OF H.R. 564 TO CERTAIN STAND-
ING COMMITTEES

Mr. CLINGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Government Reform and Over-
sight be discharged from the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 564, which was
misreferred, and that H.R. 564 be
rereferred to the Committee on the
Budget as the primary committee and,
in addition, to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

f

DISCHARGING COMMITTEE ON
GOVERNMENT REFORM AND
OVERSIGHT AND REREFERRAL
OF H.R. 842 TO CERTAIN STAND-
ING COMMITTEES

Mr. CLINGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Government Reform and Over-
sight be discharged from consideration
of the bill, H.R. 842, which was improp-
erly referred, and that H.R. 842 be
rereferred to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure as the pri-
mary committee and, in addition, to
the Committee on the Budget.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

f

MARITIME SECURITY ACT OF 1995

Mr. QUILLEN. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 287 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 287

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 1(b) of rule XXIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1350) to amend
the Merchant Marine Act, 1936 to revitalize
the United States-flag merchant marine, and
for other purposes. The first reading of the
bill shall be dispensed with. General debate
shall be confined to the bill and shall not ex-
ceed one hour equally divided and controlled
by the chairman and ranking minority mem-

ber of the Committee on National Security.
After general debate the bill shall be consid-
ered for amendment under the five-minute
rule. It shall be in order to consider as an
original bill for the purpose of amendment
under the five-minute rule the amendment
in the nature of a substitute recommended
by the Committee on National Security now
printed in the bill. Each section shall be con-
sidered as read. Before consideration of any
other amendment, it shall be in order with-
out intervention of any point of order to con-
sider the amendment printed in the report of
the Committee on Rules accompanying this
resolution. That amendment may be offered
only by the chairman of the Committee on
National Security or his designee, shall be
considered as read, may amend portions of
the bill not yet read for amendment, shall be
debatable for ten minutes equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. During further con-
sideration of the bill for amendment, the
chairman of the Committee of the Whole
may accord priority in recognition on the
basis of whether the Member offering an
amendment has caused it to be printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 6 of rule
XXIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read. At the conclusion of consid-
eration of the bill for amendment the Com-
mittee shall rise and report the bill to the
House with such amendments as may have
been adopted. Any Member may demand a
separate vote in the House on any amend-
ment adopted in the Committee of the Whole
to the bill or to the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. QUILLEN]
is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. QUILLEN. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the distinguished
ranking member of the Committee on
Rules, my good friend, the gentleman
from Massachusetts [Mr. MOAKLEY],
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

(Mr. QUILLEN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks and include therein extraneous
material.)

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. QUILLEN

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that House Resolution 287 be
amended at page 2, line 19, by striking
‘‘10 minutes’’ and inserting ‘‘20 min-
utes.’’ The Committee on Rules ap-
proved 20 minutes of debate on the
manager’s amendment, but the resolu-
tion erroneously only provides for 10
minutes of debate.

I understand that the minority has
been consulted on this matter and that
there is no objection to the unanimous
consent request.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.
The text of the amendment is as fol-

lows:

Amendment offered by Mr. QUILLEN:
Page 2, line 19: Strike out ‘‘ten minutes’’

and insert ‘‘20 minutes’’.

Mr. QUILLEN. Mr. Speaker, House
Resolution 287 is an open rule provid-
ing for the consideration of H.R. 1350,
the Maritime Security Act of 1995. The
rule provides 1 hour of general debate
divided equally between the chairman
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on National Security, and
makes in order as an original bill for
the purpose of amendment the commit-
tee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute, with each section considered as
read.

Under the rule, it shall first be in
order to consider an amendment of-
fered by the chairman of the National
Security Committee or his designee.
Consistent with the unanimous-con-
sent request, such amendment shall be
debatable for 20 minutes equally di-
vided between a proponent and an op-
ponent, and shall not be subject to
amendment or demand for division of
the question.

Members who have preprinted their
amendments in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD prior to consideration may be
given priority in recognition, and the
rule provides one motion to recommit
with or without instructions.

Mr. Speaker, I proudly served during
World War II aboard the aircraft car-
rier Antietam. Back then the United
States had the largest commercial, pri-
vately owned merchant shipping fleet
in the world. Now we only rank 16th.
Complying with Federal laws and Coast
Guard requirements have resulted in
higher operating costs for U.S.-flag
carriers, and as a result there are less
than 150 U.S. flagged vessels. It is out-
rageous that we’ve let our merchant
marine fleet diminish to this point.

The Maritime Security Act will en-
sure the availability of a U.S. mer-
chant marine fleet crewed by U.S. mer-
chant seaman to provide sealift capac-
ity for wartime or national emer-
gencies.

Without passage of this bill, the
United States will have to rely on for-
eign-flag shipping to conduct foreign
commerce and for any future military
operations. We cannot stand by and
allow this to happen. The Maritime Se-
curity Act will preserve a viable U.S.-
flag merchant marine and domestic
shipbuilding industry by creating new
commercial opportunities for Amer-
ican shipbuilders and streamlining the
regulatory process.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the National
Security Committee for bringing forth
this bipartisan bill. It’s taken almost
10 years for the Congress to enact a
comprehensive bill to revitalize our
Sinking Maritime Program.

The future of our merchant marine
fleet is at stake. We owe it to our coun-
try to see that all of our defense com-
ponents—including our sealift capabili-
ties—are second to none.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’
on this open rule and to support this
bill.
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